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Appa, gave birth to a baby boy, who on the 14th August
received the name of Sadashivrao. On the 31st August
Rakhmabai died of puerperal fever. The sorrowing
brothers passed September in Poona. On the tenth October
fell the Daaara festival and on that auspicious day the
tents of the two commanders rose at the Sangam or junc-
tion of the Mxita and Mula rivers, now the residence of
the judgke of Poona. On the 13th October the royal army
began the march to Guzarat. Whatever efforts to concili-
ate Trimbakrao Bajirao may have wished to make, the
presence of two armies in the field must have rendered
their success unlikely; and while he conducted negotiations,
ho had to take careful measures to prevent Tvimbakrao't*
junction "\\iih the Nizam. Bajirao's troops numbered
twenty-five thousand, while Trimbakrao had no loss than
forty-five thousand men. But the lattor's force was com-
posed largely uf Koli and Lhil levies, who, aa the Pishwa
knew, would bo usc4eaa against MaruLha troops. The
soldiers whom he feared were the Deccan veterans, who
had served under IChandorao Dabliaclo. But those did not
outnumber his own and he had besides the prestige of the
royal authority. Dabhade, yo Bajirao proclaimed, was a
rebel and was loaguod with a foreign army to enslave
Maratha freedom, won by the groat king and to divide
Shivaji'w conquests between Sambhaji and the MoghulK. The
first encounter between the rivals was on the Narbadu
river, when a body of troops under Uumuji Gaikvud in-
flicted a severe reverse on Bajirao'w vanguard, as it was
crossing tho stream. But Bajirao with the main army
pressed on and on the first Xpril 17JJ1 forced Trimbakrao
to a battle between Dabhai and Baroda, commonly known
as the battlo of Dabhai, As Bajirao had foreseen, the new
levies flod at the first charge of tho Maratha liorso.
Kanthaji Kadam Bunde, who had joined Trimbakrao, but
whose interests wore really opposed to his, flod alno. But
the soldiers of Khandorao Dabhade fought with desperate
valour in defence of his son. Nor was tho general unworthy